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Knights of the Plow analyzes the ideological origins of the Grange. It traces the incubation adn
the birth of a radical farm organization during the economic and social upheaval in rural
America in the 1850s and 1860s, primarily through the life and ideas of Grange founder Oliver
Kelley and his early Minnesota and Illinois Associates. Based on intensive research in
newspapers and unpublished archival sources and on the material culture and symbolism of
Grange ritual, this book depicts the tumultuous early years of the Grange from the perspective
of its most important organizer.
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