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An excerpt:Bert was a younger-looking man than his bachelor companion; perhaps because his
face was clean-shaven and his frame much slighter. He was a silent, moody young fellow, hard
to get along with, though of great good heart. Anson Wood succeeded in winning and holding
his love even through the trials of masculine housekeeping. As Bert kept on with the dinner, he
went often to the little window facing the east and looked out, each time thawing a hole in the
frost on the window-panes.The wind was rising again, and the night promised to be wild, as
the two preceding nights had been. As he moved back and forth setting out their scanty meal,
he was thinking of the old life back in Wisconsin in the deeps of the little coulee; of the
sleigh-rides with the boys and girls; of the Christmas doings; of the damp, thick-falling snow
among the pines, where the wind had no terrors; of musical bells on swift horses in the
fragrant deeps, where the snowflakes fell like caresses through the tossing branches of the
trees.By the side of such a life the plain, with its sliding snow and ferocious wind, was
appalling--a treeless expanse and a racing-ground for snow and wind. The mans mood grew
darker while he mused. He served the meal on the rude box which took the place of table, and
still his companion did not come. Ho looked at his watch. It was nearly one oclock, and yet
there was no sign of the sturdy figure of Anson.
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